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Robert followed Becky into the Scottish 420 
Sailing Squad and for a time we were back 
to attending the same events, before Becky 
hit the 29er scene.  The list of venues 
continued to grow and included the Tiger 
Trophy at Rutland in February, The National 
Youth Championships at Pwhelli, Largs ( our 
home event?) and Weymouth, European 
Qualifiers at Swansea, Hayling, Weymouth, 
Sunderland and the 420 National 
Championships at Falmouth, Weymouth and 
Llandudno, plus the Scottish Travellers 
Series. 29er Nationals at Paignton and 
Hayling, plus Worlds at Weymouth.  Also on 
the must attend list was the End of Season 
Event – always in Darkest England-shire! 
Another not to be missed event is  Keil 
Week  (Scottish squad dads flock to this 
event – don’t tell Hamish about the beer!) 

�
All the time the children have been proud to 
have Lochaber Yacht Club down on their 
results sheets and entry forms, and the 
Scottish Squad jackets are the envy of all 
even those with GBR jackets! 
 
They have also been around to compete at 
Lochaber, managing to gain a few trophies 
along the way, and have really valued the 
extra training and facilities they have been 
able to use just down the road. 
Continued page 3 
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In response to several jibes (not the sailing type!) about the 
youngsters of the club deserting it to compete elsewhere, I felt it was 
time to explain our side of the equation. 
 
Several years ago we persuaded Becky to have a try at sailing and 
she duly signed up for the Level 2 course offered through the High 
School with Donnie.  After a couple of years she was getting really 
good at swimming to catch up her Topper!  Memorable moments 
included capsizing on the start line at the Club Regatta and still 
being there as the Solings began.  Drifting off along the loch to be 
rescued by Kim C who was hopping mad – there was� a nail in his 
foot! The ‘mega-gust’ capsize (again in front of Kim!) which sent 
running along her sail to the masthead with the force! 
 
Then, along came younger brother Robert on the scene – his 
swimming rapidly improved too.  Thanks to the support of the older 
children at LYC (big ones, in the NoSSS and Scottish Squads, to 
whom they could look up)� they both somehow got the bug to 
compete on a bigger scene.  Being selected as members of the Gael 
Force Ten sailing scheme gave them a chance to have additional 
training and some financial assistance to attend the big events.  So  
we suddenly found ourselves away at Inlands at Grafham, Nationals 
at Sunderland and Plymouth, Worlds at Carnac plus the Scottish 
Travellers Series.  All the time helped�along by the older LYC Squad 
members - LYC was a name on the�circuit!� 
Both missed Scottish Squad places in their Toppers, the age limit 
was reduced, both had begun sailing too late and being small were 
still swimming rather than sailing.  They still managed to hold their 
own as the sailing year progressed mainly thanks to being able to 
sail so much at home on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 
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Continued from page 2 
Becky is still sailing whilst at Portsmouth and 
Robert is looking for a committed crew for his last 
youth year.  Becky and Robert as well as Pete and I 
have been able to make many friends all over the 
British Isles.  Everyone is always interested in 
where we have travelled from and we have already 
received many messages of support following ‘the 
fire’ from visitors to the club over the years. 
 

This is not intended as a ‘look at what we have 
done’ piece - merely as a ‘thank you’ for the support 
and interest we have received as a family from 
some of the club members.  It might also help some 
of the youngsters and their parents to understand 
that there is life after doing the Level 2 at the club.  
Yes, it can be tiring and it is certainly expensive, but 
look at what your children stand to gain from it.  The 
club also receives national (and international) 
recognition.  With grants from Lochaber Sports 
Council, which were supported by the club, Becky 
and Robert are looking forward to another year 
competing at Club, National and International level. 
 

If you are interested, information on the Scottish 
Squads can be found on the RYAS website.   
 

Happy sailing! 
 

Pete and Alyson Hyde 
 

Scottish Squad Parents - FAT Squad 
( Finance And Transport in case you’re wondering!) 

 
 

Photos by Dawn and Pete 
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LYC have the following items for sale:�

�

Avon Redstart inflatable tender, bagged 
and boxed,�

�

Avon Rover RIB R3.10, 10' 2", oars and 
"dolly wheels",�

�

Seagull 40+ outboard engine,  2 - 3 hp, 
water cooled, 2 stroke,�

�
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Boat Jumble  
Further details from and offers to 
 Chris Strong� for consideration by 
the Committee.�  01397 772361, 

sec@lochaber-yacht-club.co.uk 
 

 

&��	���878���������8755 �
 

In good overall condition with all the 
tweaks the one design rules allow. 

 

Main and jib 2000  
New main little use 2004 

 2 x spinnakers 2000 & 2004 
Raymarine ST40 bidata 

Outboard, trailer and some safe kit 

£7,995.- ono 
Contact Chris on mob 07887885598 

<chris@sunbirduk.com> 
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Butter would melt on the deck! 
Photo by Pete. 

Extract from a knitting book I have been 
writing for the last 30 years - 
 
 My father used to sail a lot.  I think 
my mother would have been happier on 
shore knitting, but she got dragged 
along. She used to describe herself as a 
hen who hatched ducklings.  
They were coming back from a regatta- 
week in the next town, towing a dinghy 
behind a little diesel motor boat.  My 
father had to be back at work in the 
morning,  so they were travelling over 
night.  You can do that in Norway in the 
summer, it just doesn’t get dark.  It was a 
beautiful, clear, calm, still as a mirror 
night.  Open ocean all around, mother on 
the transom with the tiller between her 
knees, compass, chart and knitting 
pattern on the engine box in front of her, 
totally engrossed in her knitting.  My 
father had gone below to sleep. 
Because of the engine noise she did not 
hear the fishing boat coming up behind 
her so she got quite a start when it 
arrived almost alongside, but that was 
nothing to the astonishment on the 
fishermen’s faces finding a little grey 
haired, old lady, alone it appeared, in the 
middle of the ocean, at 4 o’clock in the 
morning -  knitting.   
Mother however, with not a mean sense 
of humour herself,  could see the funny 
side so when they called across if she 
needed any help, answered with as 
straight a face as she could muster:  “No 
thank you I have the pattern here.”  

 
Britt 
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